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Fuentes d'Qnoro, he was, as I think, quite wrong  to  lose
precious   time   and   many men in  seeking to  drive   the
English entirely out of that strongly-intrenched village.    I
think that it would have been better worth while, following
the  example of Marlborough  at Malplaquet, to have  left
a brigade to observe Onoro, out of range of its fire, and to
hold the garrison, and to have advanced.    They would have
thought themselves on the point of being surrounded, and
would have been compelled to abandon the position, and
rejoin Wellington, or run the risk of having to capitulate
after the defeat of the English army.    The important thing
for us was to beat the main body of the  enemy's   troops
in the open country.    Unluckily, however, it is a principle
with the   French never to  leave  an  intrenched   position
behind them in battle.    This habit has often been fatal to us
here, and, above all, at Waterloo, where we  persisted  in
attacking* the farms of La Haye-Sainte and Hougontaont?
instead of masking them with  a  division, and  marching
upon the already severely-shaken English lines.    We should
have had time to destroy them before the Prussians came
up, and to secure the victory, after which the  defenders
of the farms would have had to lay down their arms, as our
troops had to do at Malplaquet.    The fourth mistake with
which Massena may be blamed, at the  battle of Fuentes
d'Onoro, was not making sure that there were a sufficient
number of  cartridges  in his  wagons.     Failing   tMa,  lie
should have fetched them from Ciudad Rodrigo, which, was
not more than three leagues from the point where we were
going to fight.   This lack of foresight was  one   of  the
principal causes of our failure.    Fifthly, if Mass6na  had
still possessed the firmness of which he so often gave proof
at Eivoli, Genoa, and Zurich, he would have put General
Eeynier under arrest for disobedience to orders, and  the
command of the second corps would have passed to General
Heudelet, who would have pushed the English hard and
promptly.     But  MassSna  did not venture to take   such
vigorous action,* the conqueror of Souvaroff had  lost  Ms
energy, and let himself be defied with impunity, and theor several days, and doubtless hearing the salvos from
